Get used to it.

ANASTASIA HIGGINBOTHAM’S
ROLLER-SKATING PARTY
COLLAGE WORKSHOP
TIME: 60 minutes or so
GOAL: 	To identify anyone in the world whose presence or love is a source of permission
to be you, be loved, and belong.

W

hat You Don’t Know: A Story of Liberated Childhood (Dottir Press, JAN 26, 2021),
is Higginbotham’s latest book about being young. It illustrates how families, teachers,
counselors, and other “stars” are already beaming love at queer, gender nonconforming,
and trans children, to protect and bless them as they are. The Roller-skating Party Collage
Workshop lets kids put their community in the rink with them—real life people they know and
trust, as well as strangers or historical figures whose radiant and genuine presence (even in
spirit) is liberation.
Who is the intended audience?
• Anyone who wants to make paper dolls the way Anastasia does, or who wants to be
part of exploring this question of who sees and loves us, how that feels and why it
matters, without making any art.
Is this something that is intended for in-person learning, or can it be done remotely?
If remotely, how will families obtain materials?
• As soon as we can be in person together again, we will, but this collage workshop works
on Zoom/remote, too. Anyone participating needs a little space (the size of a placemat
is enough) where they can make a small mess of paper and magazine scraps and have
some pens, markers, scissors and glue out for an hour or two.
• In advance of the workshop, Dottir Press will provide printed roller rink backdrops from
the book to anyone who needs them and a PDF, in case people need to print theirs at
home.
• If hosted by a school, library, or bookstore, Hosts will distribute the supply and
inspiration list to participants, set up the platform on which Anastasia will lead the
workshop, and promote to their audience.

SUPPLIES:
• Pens and pencils
• Scissors
• Glue stick
• Squares or rectangles of plain brown grocery bag (or flattened out packing paper or
construction paper) for creating faces, bodies, and hands
• Images from magazines and catalogs to make clothes, hair, jewelry, hats, shoes, skates,
wheelchairs, and assistive devices. Nothing has to be like it is in real life. Your people
can have wings and tails, dress in actual flowers, have hair made of fire! Animals can
skate!
• IMPORTANT—There are no rules about the materials! A pencil or pen and paper is
enough! The back of an envelope or some newspaper is enough! Stick figures are
enough! You can write “my rebel auntie” and “my gay uncle” on a couple of popsicle
sticks and skate them all over the rink.
SPECIAL GUEST STARS
In What You Don’t Know, Jesus Christ, Billy Porter, and the
US Congresswomen known as “the Squad” show up as
guardians and protectors. Anyone who can advocate for
our shared humanity and dignity is a good addition to the
party, so why not invite Laverne Cox, Kate McKinnon,
Princess Bubblegum and Marceline from
AdventureTime, Demi Lovato, Hayley Kiyoko,
Josie Totah, Lena Waithe, Elliot Page,
Brontez Purnell, Taylor Mac, Jazz Jennings—
or Garnet and Ruby and Sapphire
from Steven Universe?

Anastasia Higginbotham is an awardwinning author/illustrator of books
about childhood, including Not My
Idea: A Book About Whiteness and
Death Is Stupid. She lives in Brooklyn.
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